
November 2019 

Special points of 

interest: 

• Nov. 6-Flex Day

• Nov. 18 -Fundraiser
Delivery

• Nov. 27-No School

• Nov. 28 - 29
Thanksgiving Holiday

• Dec. 4  - Spelling

Bee 3:15Cafe

• Dec. 9 - Band
Concert 7:00 PM

• Dec. 10 - Orchestra
Concert 7:00 PM

• Dec. 11 - Winter
Choir Concert 7:00pm

• Dec. 16- Winter
Dance 6-8:00PM

• Dec. 17/18 -
Musical Auditions,
Choir Room, 3pm

• Dec. 20-End of
Semester

• Dec. 23- Winter
Break Begins

• Jan. 7- SchoolRe·
sumes for Students

• Jan. 22-8th Grade
Parent Night at HHS

Summit Speaks 
 A Newsletter for Parents 

From the Principal 

Dear Summit Parents/Guardians,

Summit Middle School continues to implement a program called Sources of Strength. The Sources 
of Strength mission is, “To spread hope, help, and strength”.  Sources of Strength is a best 
practice youth suicide prevention program designed to harness the power of peer social networks 
to change unhealthy norms and culture—ultimately preventing suicide, bullying, and substance 
abuse.  The Sources of Strength program works to prevent suicide by increasing help seeking 
behaviors and promoting connections between peers and caring adults.   For the 
2019-2020 school year, Summit will train an additional 15 6th grade students and 5 new staff 
members.

On a related note, Summit has a newly formed “Resiliency Team” made of staff members who are 
learning about educational neuroscience and how adversity affects learning and the brain. The 
Resiliency Team at Summit is making plans to provide professional development to all Summit 
staff in order to provide additional supports to all students in becoming resilient problem solvers.  
In order to accomplish their goals, the team needs to survey students through Canvas before 
Thanksgiving Break to measure the emotional climate of the school in advance of Summit’s 
Advisory theme of “Mindfulness” in December.  If you do not want your child to participate in the 
survey, please contact your child’s school counselor no later than Friday, November 8.

Jeff Faber (Student Last Name A-K)  jfaber@sacs.k12.in.us

Julia Miller (Student Last Name L-Z)  jmmiller@sacs.k12.in.us

On the fast approaching November 6 eLearning Flex Day, all students will be able to access 
assignments by 7:25AM on Canvas, and teachers will be available through Canvas from noon to 
2:55 PM. Please know the school building will be open and instructional assistants will supervise 
students. We encourage all eligible students to stay home and experience the digital learning.  
However, buses will run for students who come to school that day, and foodservice will provide 
breakfast and lunch as usual.

Thank you,
Josh St. John

' IE.,,LEARNH 

The remaining eLearning Flex Days are: 

Summit's Fundraiser: 

Wednesday, November 6, 2019 

Friday, March 13, 2020 

Initial results suggest the fundraiser was a huge success! Please know fund- raiser product to 

be delivered by students is to be picked-up on Monday, November 18th between 3:00-6:00 PM. 



Summit Speaks 

(H) Designates Home Game

Reporting Absences and EarlyDismissals 

Please review the attendance 

policy in the student handbook. 

Summit MiddleSchool 

requires parents/guardians to 

call the attendance line when

ever their son/daughter is 

absent from school. This in

cludes when a student will be 

late to school due to an ap

pointment. This policy is in 

place to ensure the safety of our 

students. Summit's attendance 

secretary is required to make a 
phone call to all parents who have 
not reported their child's absence. 

Also, if your child has an early 
dismissal the policy is to send in a 

note with your student the morn
ing of the appointment. The stu
dent is issued an early dismissal 

pass and is on the attendance list 

for the day. This alerts teachers 
as to why a particular student may 
not be in class. 

Your cooperation in both of 
these instances would be 

greatly appreciated. It is very 

time consuming and causes 

interruptions to the classroom 

when these procedures are 

not followed. Not following 

the policy can also cause a 

delay in getting your child to 

the office and signed out, 

and thus getting you where 

you need to be on time.

2 - BB Boys (H) Belmont @ 5:00pm

2 - BB Girls @ Belmont 5:00pm

4 - Spelling Bee in Cafe @ 3:15pm

5 - BB Boys (H) St. Charles @ 5:00pm

7 - BB Girls (H) Tournament vs. WMS @ 10:00am

9 - Band Concert @ 7:00pm

10 - Orchestra Concert @ 7:00pm

11 - Winter Choir Concert @ 7:00pm

12 - BB Girls (H) St John (8th only) @ 5:00pm

12 - BB Boys (H) St John 6:30pm

14 - BB Boys Tournament @ WMS @ 10:00am 

16 - Winter Dance 6 - 8:00pm

17 - BB Boys @ Carroll 5:00pm

17 - BB Girls (H) Carroll @ 5:00pm

17-18 Musical Auditions (Choir Room) 3pm

20 - End of 2nd 9 weeks

23 - First day of winter break

 December

November

 6 - End of 2nd 6 Weeks/T1

6 - Flex Day

14 - BB Jamboree (Boys/Girls) vs WMS @ 
5:00pm

16 - IBA Honor Band

17 - IBA Honor Band

18 - Fundraiser Delivery

19 - BB Girls @ Blackhawk 5:30pm (8th only) 

19 - BB Boys (H) Blackhawk Christian 5:00pm 

21 - BB Boys (H) New Haven @ 5:00pm

21 - BB Girls @ New Haven 5:00pm

25 - BB Boys @ Norwell 5:00pm

25 - BB Girls (H) Norwell 5:00pm

27 - No School

28-29 Thanksgiving Holiday - No School



Counselors Corner 

For advisory this month, all Falcons will be discussing our school-wide theme of "Looking into the 

Future." Students will continue exploring future career options and pathways. They will each 

access Indiana Career Explorer to further their college and career research. Sixth grade students 

will focus primarily on exploring their career interests. Seventh grade students will learn more 

about career exploration and their personal skill-sets. Eighth grade students will dive deeper into 

career awareness and readiness, as they prepare for high school. Homestead High School 

counselors will be at Summit in January to help eighth grade students start planning for their 

freshman year. This month, Summit students are asked to consider, "What habits are you 

practicing in order to get ready for your future career goals?"

To show students real-life examples of career pathways, the bulletin board by the main office will 

show a variety of teacher's collegiate experiences. Ever wonder where they attended school or how 

big their hair was back in the 80's? Be sure to check out this month's advisory bulletin board. Finally, 

all students and staff are invited to join in a "College Gear Day" on Friday, November 15th. Please 

wear your favorite college colors, t-shirt or jersey to represent your school of choice on that day.

Digital Citizenship 

Are you thinking about getting your child a cell phone but aren't sure if he or she is ready for that responsibility? 

Does your child already have one, and you wonder if he or she is using it responsibly? If so, you may want to 

familiarize yourself with Common Sense Media, an independent nonprofit with a mission of helping children 

grow up safely in a world inundated with media and technology. 

At https://www.commonsensemedia.org/cellphone-parenting you can find many resources to guide you in 

making cell phone decisions for your child, including the right age to purchase a phone for your child, setting up 

ground rules for your child's cell phone use, making sure your child's screen and phone time is a healthy 

amount, staying on top of and tracking how your child uses his or her cell phone, and other common parental 

concerns. 



Media Center Happenings 
Book Fair 

During the week of October 14 the library media center hosted a Scholastic Book Fair, 

allowing students and teachers to add new books to their personal and classroom libraries. 

Additionally, the library earned just over $2000 in Scholastic Bucks which we will use to 

purchase library books and other materials. This was one of the most profitable book fairs 

we have had in recent years! During the fair we also collected $120 that we used to 

purchase books for Kate’s Kart, a local nonprofit organization that delivers new books to

children in area hospitals. This is the largest amount we’ve ever collected for Kate’s Kart.

We appreciate the help of parent volunteers who worked at the book fair and whose 

assistance the book fair successful. In May 2020 we will host a Scholastic “buy-one-get-one-

free” book fair. Although the May BOBO fair will not earn us any profits in Scholastic Dollars (the profit is

extended to the students when they “get one free”) it is a great way to help students stock up on summer

reading books.

Games in the Library Media Center 

The Summit Middle School Library Media Center hosts monthly board game socials which 

brings students and staff together to play board games and socialize. The media center is 

slowing building up a collection of games and is always accepting donations of new or 

gently used games.

The SMS Spelling Bee will be held Dec. 4 in the school 

cafetorium, starting at 3:15 PM. Competition is open to all 

SMS students, and family and friends are welcome to come 

as spectators. The winner of the school spelling bee will 

advance to the Allen County Spelling Bee which is usually 

held in February. 



Summit Band & Choir

Upcoming Performance Dates

11/11  Winter Choir Concert 7:00pm

12/09  Band Concert 7:00pm

12/10  Orchestra Concert 7:00pm

Summit's band, choir and orchestra students have put in many hours 
practicing for their performances. To be a good audience, please keep 
the following guidelines in mind when attending a concert:
* Younger siblings attending should be seated with an adult at all times.
They should not be in the commons area, gym, or back of cafetorium.
* For safety reasons, please do not allow younger siblings to be on or
around the stage area at any time.
* Turn off all cell phones.
* If you must exit the cafetorium once the concert has begun, please exit
between songs.
* Your applause is welcome, however, do not yell to specific participants.

Thank you for helping to make concerts at Summit a pleasant experience for everyone!

Book fee statements are due upon receipt.

Credit Card Payments can be made by going on your parent 
PowerSchool account, selecting 'balances' and clicking on the RevTrak 
symbol. This will prompt you to re-enter your ID and password and take 
you to a secure site. Please follow the prompts. There is not a charge 
for using your credit card.

Check and Money Order Payments may be sent to 4824 Homestead 
Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46814. We do not accept credit or debit card 
payments at Central Office.

Cash Payments may be made (exact amount only) at Central Office. 
Please do not send cash to school with your child.

Any fees not paid by April 30, 2020, will be turned over to Collections.

There is a $10.00 Returned Check Fee for non-sufficient funds.

            Book Fee Information 2019-2020

SACS' Text Messaging Service

Southwest Allen County Schools utilizes the SchoolMessenger Notification system to deliver text messages striaght to your 
mobile phone with important information about events, school delays/closings, and emergencies. *Phone numbers eligible to 
receive SACS text messages are current cell numbers in PowerSchool.

Federal Law requires those wishing to receive SACS text messages to authorize SchoolMessenger to send notifications by 
opting in.

It's easy to OPT IN:
Users should text Y or YES to 67587 from your cell phone. Families who have already opted in and/or already 

receive SACS text messages do not need to take any further action.

If you are unsure if you OPTED IN, you may text Y or YES to 67587, again.

Further information about this service can be found by clicking on the Connect quick link on the SACS website 
(www.sacs.k12.in.us).



World Language Information for Current 6th Graders 

Summit offers courses in three world languages: French, Latin, and Spanish.  These elective classes begin in 

7th grade and continue into 8th grade, offering one full year of high school world language credit after the 

completion of two years in middle school. These high school credit courses offer a rigorous academic experience 

and may be more demanding than other electives.  Expectations for these classes include nightly homework and 

regular attendance.  Because academic success in 6th grade is our best indicator for success in world language 

courses, 6th grade G.P.A. (grade point average) at the end of the first semester is used to determine placement 

if more requests are received than spots available.  The scheduling process for the 2020-2021 school year will 

begin in January.  Please know that a student who does not take a world language in middle school may start this 

experience in high school.

PTO-THANKS 

From Summit Staff: 

Thank ou to all the volunteers who provided the evening 

meal for staff on the da  of Parent Teacher Conferences. 

The meal was delicious and was trul  appreciated b  all 

staff. 

Perfect Attendance

Southwest Allen County Schools works to foster the development of 

good attendance habits for a variety of reasons. We believe when a 

student misses a day of school, that day of education cannot be 

retrieved in its entirety. 

Summit regularly reinforces good attendance. At the end of each 

month, three student names from each grade level who have had 

perfect attendance for the month are drawn for the prize of a 

personal pan pizza. Congratulations to the September winners:

6th Grade 7th Grade 

Cooper Eckroth Norah Hassan 
Hattie Stiltner Owen Purinton 
Memphis Williams Myla Toliver 

8th Grade

Stella Grable 
Alexander Moore 
Kelsey Senet



An Evening for PARENTS of Current Eighth Graders 
Homestead High School Class of 2024 

Save the Date! 
Ensuring Successful Ninth Grade Transitions 

jJ 

Preparing Today's Learners for Tomorrow's Opportunities 
&Due to limited space, current SACS Eighth Grade Parents should watch their e-mail 

for the assigned session time with your son"s/daughter's Ninth Grade Counselor and 
additional information about this special evening!!! 

Topics 

Exhibitors 
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